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Stories Eminently Worth Telling of Experiences and Adventures
in the Great Nafional Struggle.

THE EXPERIENCES OF AN “AS-
SISTANT QUARTERMASTER.”
Ehennnn's I!nmm;:-_“llld Far From n
Pic-Nie on Thelr Long March.

Editor National Tribune: The differ-
ent experiences of the boys puls me in
& reminiscent mood and with yvour Kind
permission I will give you a little of

my experience as Assistant Quarter-
muster “while we were marching thru
Georgin."

You know it is an axiom of war that
an army lives off the country thia
which it travels, and it was depending
upon this truth that Gen. Sherman
glarted on his famous march. As tho
Quartermasters were not able to pro-
vide all the necessary food and forage,
they were obliged to have help, and a
detall consisting of two men from each
company was formed to assist him.
Some called us foragers, but that was &
misnomer; we were Assistant Quarter-
masters, I was one of this detail, and as
I did not belong to a “critter”™ company
my first day's work was barren of re-
sults. being obliged to travel on “shanks
mare.” On the second morning 1 was
fortunate enough to find an old muls
grazing peacefully by the wayside,
which I surrouonded and captured with-
out bloodshed, With the aid of an old
plece of rope and a leather strap, 1
managed to fashion a bridle and I chris-
tened him “"Dammyon,’” as thit seemed
to be the name of every mule in the
army, or at lenst a part of the name.
He would hardly have been called a
first-rate roadster, but it beat walking,
and I was fairly successful the second
day. The two “Assistant Quartermas-
ters” from the same company seldom
went together, so that if one fafled the
other possibly might be successful, but
we generally went in squads, so that if
attacked by bushwhackers we would be
in sufficlent force to defend ourseives

gend our supplies, if we had any. We
had some exciting experiences and
made =ome ghnstly discoveries, We

often saw pleces of clothing scattered
along the roads, and once weé came up-
on & man hanging by the side of the
road In an entirely nude condition.
They had cut off a sapling about 20
feet from the ground and then split
the top end with a wedge which they
drove down unti! the opening was large
enough to admit of thelr victim's head.
This they tied in the opening and as
the weight of the body was 100 great
to allow the sapling to fiy back It left
the poor fellow dangling by the road
with slits cut in his back extending
from the edge of his hair to his heels.
On the small of the back was a card
bearing this inscription: “Foragers' due
bill.” I think this was the most terri-
ble thing we discovered. From the day
I picked up my mule it had been my
desire to get a better mount, as all the
bovs had good horses, and it was only
thru his goodnees of heart that John
Looney, my partner, stayed with me
and tried to help me, and I will state
right here that T now regard him as not
only my protector and bencfactor, but
my saviour, as we shall eee, One Sun-
day morning Looney and I got an early
start, and he proposed to me that we
should epend the first part of the morn-
fng in looking for the long-sought
horse. We had only gone a few miles
when we discovered at the bottom of
the slope a log cabin and a small log
gtable with a frame addition, I direct-

Upon reaching the stable I peeped thru
the cracks and to my joy and delight
discovered that upon which my heart
had long been set—a dandy looking
horse. On entering 1 also found a whip,
saddle and bridle—just what I wanted
and needed in my business, While 1
was trying to capture the refractory
reb, who insisted upon presenting the
wrong end to me, I heard someone
speak outside, but supposing it was
Looney, who had joined me just before
I attempted to saddle the horse, 1 paid
no attention, but went on with my at-

*I SURROUNDED AND CAPTURED
HIM WITHOUT BLOODSHED."”

tempts to make the stallion change
front to the rear., Finally hearing sev-
eral volcez 1 peeped out and beheld
five full-fledged bushwhackers,

One held Looney’s horse by the head,
another had my old mule and a third
had his hand thru a hole in the door
of the stable made to hook the door
from the inside. My first Impulse was
to break his arm with the loanded end
of the whip, but I imagined myself as
dangling from the top of a tree and re-
frained, In looking around I saw that
a part of a log had been cut out in or-|
der to poke hay into the manger and 1
was immediately seized with an uncon-
trollable longing ¢o Investigate that
hole. I had not gone far, however, be-
fore Mr. Reb had me by the foot, and
in language far more forceful than el-
egant invited me to descend, I first
thot T had a kick coming, and would
see how hard T could enforce it right
in his mouth, but the remembrance of
that horrible “due BI" flashed thru my

go, but I was as biddable as a child
and let him take my shoes while I put
on his old stogy boots. We all mount-
ed, 1 on my old standby, leaving the
horse where I found him, and avolding
the public road cut across pastures and
plantations for I don't know how long.
Soon after leaving the stable two of
our escorts left us, so we then had but
three. After a while we came to a
creek, and stopped to let the horses
drink. As the road was full of fresh
tracks the rebs fell to discunssing the
probability of “they all” having moved
camp, and the one who seemed to be
the boss finally decided to go over to
a house near by and ask the “folks”
leaving instructions for us to follow af-
ter If he did not return. T was entirely
played out, for my blanket had been
taken from me and 1 was riding old
“Dammyon’ bareback, Well, T have
set on softer things, but never harder,
and vou can imagine how 1 felt after
our forced march of three hours. I got
off to rest, and my escort did the same,
while the other two kept thelr mounts.
It seemed to me about then that a chew
of tobacco would mitigate the gloom
conslderably, so0 I asked if either of
them would give me a chew. The
guard who was just south of Looney
was the chap who took my tobacco, and
he spoke up and =ald, “Yes, partner, I
can give yer a chew.” 1In order to get
to him 1 had to pass In front of their
horses and take the “terbacker” from
his left-hand pocket, which was next
to Looney., The reb turned his head
to hand me the weed, when suddenly
he let the tobacco drop and threw up
his hand ¢to his head. In an instant I
took in the situation, and made a grab
for his carbine, which he was holding
in his right hand out of my reach, but
I succeeded In getting his gun and the
bridle-rein alson, He fell heavily to-
wards me, and the coufusion caused
his horse to jump forwaerd, but T held
on to the horse and gun and was try-
ing to get an aim on the other rebh when
Looney covered him with his little 22,
which T supposed had been taken from
him. It g¢ems he had concealed it In
his sleeve, and thus succeeded in keep-
ing it Looney held his little gon in
the reo's face, and told himm to shed his
rigging, and be quick about it, too. 1
handed his accouterments to Looney,
and then turned around to the other
reb, whom I found dead, his foot still
hanging In the stirrup, T pulled him
to the roadside and relleved him of my
shoes, for 1 considered he was declded-
l¥ in the sltuation he szald 1 was when
we were in the stable, and concluded
his own old stogles would answer his
PuUrpose, I mounted hls horse, and,
commanding our prisoner to mount his,
we started off. We told our captive
that his health and longevity depended
upon his guiding us back to the road
upon which our army was marching,
which he did, taking the nearest way.
We reached what we considered the
zone of safety, and then asked our
gulde If he knew where we would be
likely to find “pay drt,” as they eall
it In the mining regions. He =aid:
“Well, now, T shoah kin; therc’'s an old
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remember.” He red us there would
be none, and We Iqund the place and
got a four-mule load of grub and two
or three loads of, contrgpbands, who
were wllling to, go. “wherever you all
gwine to carry us.” A If John Looney, of
Co, C, should see this, I wish he would
writé to me and tell me how he and
his are getling, alapg in this world. I
consider The National Tribune our best
and only specdy eource of finding our
old comrades. Long life to it and all
its readers—Lem Ross, Co. K, 53d Ind.,
Halfrock, Mo,

Torpodoes at Fort MeAlinter.

L. C. Huffine, Co. E, 30th Ohio, Oak-
wood, 0., does not want to find fault
with Comrade Weekiey, but when he
=nvs the fort was charged and not &
single torpedo exploded he differs with
him, That night a man got a little un-
ruly and went outside of the road that
led to the fort, and stepping on a tor-
pedo, It exploded, blowing off hils heel
and part of his hand., Comrade Huffine
knows that the ground the 30th charged
over was lined with torpedoes, for he
says: “When we got up close to the fort
we saw the wirea above ground, and
the boys sang out, “Watch out!" Onec
exploded at the head of my compiny,
blowing off the leg of Comrade Hiram
Rooney, Orderly Sergeant. He was only
a few feet from me when the explosion
came and my eyes were full of sand.
When I could get the sand out of my
eyes, T looked nnd saw the boys on the
top of the fort shooting down into IL"
He ran and jumped down inside the fort
and got 40 or 50 pounds of flour, and
his bunkle, Lewls Hoffner, got a smoked
ham, and they had the best supper that
night they had had In many a long day.
Comrade Hoffner vigited him at his
home last Fall, and they had greal
times talking over the old days, He
sild he could taste that ham and flap-
jucks vet, and expects to taste them Lill
his dyving day, Comrade Huffine won-
ders if the 6th Mo. boys are all dead, as
he sees nothing about them In The Na-
tional Tribune any more. "“"Wake up,
old 6th Mo, and let us hear from you
again thru the soldlers' best friend."”
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Gen. Ronecranns.

Editor National Tribune: Wm. Duun-
ean, of Yoder, Colo, In a recent issue
of The National Tribune says, speaking
of Gen, Rosecrans: “Don’t rub it into
Gen, Roseerans g0 hard. He Iz dead,
We still love him,"” ete. So far he s all
right, but when Comrade Dunean goes
on to say that Roscerans had more love
of country than all of them, meaning
Grant, Halleck and Stanton, he simply
states what he mu=t know to be Incor-
rect, and what the great mass of living
cx-soldiers would e¢all so. When he
further says that “even Grant was not
above trying to steal the credit of hav-
ing planned the opening of the ‘cracker
line®* from HnsF('raps.“ he is away off
It Is unworthy of any soldier who serv-
ed under clther of those Generals. He
sayvs it was Rogecrgns's plan, who was
the only General vgtlh brains enough to
think it out or patriotic enough to turn
it over to his successor. I served under
Gen, Roseerang In western Virginia
during the first year of the clvil war,
and am willing to give him great credil
as o soldler and patriot, but am nat
willing to read such stuff as above
aquoted without a word of rebuke, Gen.
Grant, the gréatest soldier or ancient
or modern times, never took credit to
himself for anythihg he did, but was
always ready to glve eredit when and
where it was due, Modest, brave and
unaesuming, He pérformed the great
work assigned 'him and never falled In
doing it. Any man who would attempt
to tanke any laurels from the fame of
the sllent soldier, Gen, U, 8. Grant, |=
lacking In both sense and gratitude.
Grant at Fort Donelson, Grant at Shi-
loh, Grant at Vicksburg, Grant-at Chat-
tanooga, Grant in the Wilderness, Grant
at Appomattox, all proved him to be
one of the greatest and most successfu)
commanders In the world's history, as

cent lssue of The National Tribune was
a short article by that good old vet, S.
J, Fhillips, Co. H, 87th Ind., who lald
claims to the honor of his regiment be.
ing the first Union troops to enter Col-
umbla, etc. Now, hera is my recollec-
tlon of the capture and burning of Col-
umbla. Gen, John A, Logan, Command-
er of the Army of the Teanessee, rods
up to our line, where either the $Sth
Ohlo battery or the 1st Minn. were
shelling the State House from the bluffs
on the opposite side of the river, and
asked Col. Kennedy, commanding the
13h Towa, If he had any men who
would cross the river in the face of
15,000 Johnnies. Col. Kennedy called
the regiment in line and asked for two
companies who wers willing to risk the
crossing. Cos. G and H, consisting of
about 60 men, stept to the front and
offered thelr services, Leaving behind
everything except guns, accoutrements
and plenty of shells, they descended the
hillside to the bank of the river. Hav-
Ing procured a barge they crost the
river In two detachments, and landed
below the city near an old mill. They
formed below the brow of the bluff and
marched up into the city. When they
reached the State House the rebel flag
was flying and the Johnnies not more
than three squares away. If the men
of Comrade Phillips’ regiment were the
first Union troops in the city, why did
they not take down the rebel flag?
Comrade Maul, of Co. H, 13th Iown
rushed into the State Houss, seized the
Old Glory which the rebs had put
away, hauled down the stars and bars,
and ran up the Stars and Stripes, as
well as the regimental colors of the
13th Towa. In the evening when the
Fifteenth Corps boyvs came in they took
our colors, marched thru the cily with
them, and returned them to us when
they got tired of them. Now, as to tho
burning of the city, where the fire
started, and who started It. According
to my recollection the river flows near-
ly In an easterly direction, and the city
Is on the north of the river. The night
of the burning the wind blew quite
strong from the southeast, and It was
in that direction, with reference to the
clty, that the Johnnies fired the bridge
which crost the river together with
some Government supplles,. The Cam-
den road, of which Comrade Phillips
apeaks, leads to the northeast from Col-
umbia to Camden. From about 11
o'clock to 2 a. m, we of the 13th Towa
had to skip around lively to keep from
being burned, The old State House
basement was used as an arsenal, and
wng full of shells, Whan the fire
reached that place there was some-
thing dolng, you bhetter belleve. Some
of the poor boys started o leave the
place, but 1 guess they went to the
arms of Abraham, for T never heard of
their return, This is just as I remem-
ber, but as I was only 17 vears old a
the time, I may have been so badly
scarad that it affected my memory.
My best wishes to all comrades, no mat-
ter of what color.—S, W. Fraley, Co.
H, 13th Towa, Crawfordsville, Ind.

Providence Spring.

Editor National Tribune: A portion
of Comrade Geo, Holland’s article, pub-
lished some time ago in The National
Tribune, interested me very much, sincs
it brought fresh to memory circum-
stances which came under my own ob-
servation., In speaking of Andersonville
Prison he ls correct as to the date of
the great thunder storm and rain which
occurred on Tuesday, Aug. 9, 1864,
which washed the stockade down
where the stream entered and passed
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while the stockade was down. I was
surprised when Comrade Holland sald
he did mnot hear of the spring until
yvears afterward, yet he had walked
over the ground where {t existed, for it
did exist during part of August and all
of September, 1864, to my certain
knowledge, I cannot now give the exact
date, but am =afe in saying It appeared
some time belween the 9th and 20th
of August, People may call me a fana-
tie or whatever they please, but I verily
believe that our kind Heavenly Father
had much to do In furnishing that cool,
wholesome spring of water to those
poor, starving men. It was my privl-
lege to fill my quart cup many times at
that spring during my stay in Ander-
sonville. I was in prison seven montha,
—Henry Bever, Co, H, 100th Ohlo, Fay-
etle, O,

That Six-Footer.

Editor National Tribune: In your
valuable paper of Dec. 27, I have just
read a gond-sized snake story, written
by Comrade W. H. Ridgman, Co. A,
20th Wls, Grand Rapids, Wie. I do
not dispute what he says, for I was not
there, but a six-footer is prelty long for
a rattler, especlally for one found In
Iniinna. A3 for the two that wrre
aslecp, and especlally the one he cut
open, finding Inside a full-grown gray
rabbit, with just a little of the fur off,
it looks to me that all the fur could
have been off that rabbit, and the story
would still have been a little hard to
swallow, as well as the rabbit. When
I compare the common gray rabbit of
Indiana with the little rattlers that
used to be s0 numerous in this State,
I have to stretch myself a little, as he
and his rattler had to do, in order to
swallow his gtory, Well, I shall try and
tell a true story, and it is & snake one,
too, tho the snakes were not so large
and long as my good comrade's were.
In 1861 I and an older brother were
doing some grubbling; it was in the
Spring of the year. Our little sister
came out in the clearing and was play-
ing in one of the holes from which we
had taken out a large grub. Presently
we heard her say “Snake!” We went
where ghe was, and commenced kill-
ing garter snakes, and we kept it up
until we had kllled 32. Also, In the
Summer of 1863, while working on
Stillwell Prairle, In Laporte County, for
Mr. Josiah Wing, I was one day grub-
bing out some scattering grubs In a
meadow (they wera burroak grubs, with
quite a bed of leaves around them}y, and
in moving these leaves I found and
killed seven rattlers in a half day. The
rattlers, as near as T ean remember,
ranged In length from 15 to 24 Inches
long, with rattles from two to seven In
number., With best wishes for the com-
rade who did not get bit with the six.
footer in the cance.—H, E. Butler, Co.
C, 128th Ind., Roanoke, Ind.

MISSION RIDGE.

A Splendid Description of the Speciacn-
Iar Assault.

Editor Natlonal Tribune: Your issue
of Dec. 15, with John McElroy's account
of the “Assault On Mission Ridge,” s
by far the most accurate description of
that wonderful spectacular charge that
has come to my notice. The author
seems to have got his inspiration from
a place In the line of thoss splendid
battalions of Balrd, Wood, Sheridan
and Johnson, who had been engaged
chiefly In the ‘“observation” business
for almost three days prior to the hour
when the six shots from Orchard Knob
set them in motion toward Mission
Ridge.

B. F. Taylor's description of the ad-
vance up the Ridge is a genuine pen
picture of the scenes near the crest of
the Ridge, as witnessed by the writer,
who was put out of the battle by a
rebel bullet, and was not far from mid-
way between the Ridge and Orchard
Knob when our men went over the
works on the crest of Mission Ridge.
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24 and 25, 1863, ever published, Come
rades, one and all, who are not sube
ecribers to The Natlonal Tribune, send
in your dollar, and show your apprés
cintion of the paper that Is now pube
lishing true history, without regard ta
the fear or favor of the fleld and staffy
or of the line or rank and file.—8. A,
McNell, Turchin's Brigade, Baird's Dis
vision, Richmond, Ohio,

Thanks from Californis.

Editor National Tribune: The welghf
given to Californin’s cause In this Jap=
anese ftrouble by your great papes
meets with grateful appreciation on all
sides. We are fortunate, indeed, ta
have such a valuable friend to plead
our cause among the Eastern people
I fee] proud that you accord such gene
erous space to my communication and
the support you give it in the gem off
an editorial—terse, clear and suggestive
of the quickest and surest solution off
the problem.—H, C. Hall, Corte Mge
dera, Cal
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Eight sets of stereoscopic views entirely new, up to date—no old copies.

before published.
Btereograpes, as new subjects

A TRIP ACROSS THE CONTINENT.

This set consistsg of 25 fac-simlile ster-
sographs of a trip across the Continent,
Sucluding all the historical and wonder
spots of America. In fac-simile photo
polora,

Price 35 cents. With The National
Exibune one year §i

tereoscope and View Of

stereoscopes.

hood fits any face.

The National Tribune has made arrange-

ments witha large manufacturerof stereoscopes
for such a very large supply that we are en-
abled to sell them at the very lowest price—
a price that could not be secured by any party
who would use only a limited number of the
The price is so low that we are
enabled to offer to our readers a very hand-
some and serviceable stercoscope, together with
The National Tribune for one year, at §1.25.
If anyone is dissatisfied with his stereoscope he
may return it to us, postage paid, and we will
return to him 75 cents.

Description of the Stereoscopc.

The stereoscope is satin finish, aluminum

hood, velvet edged, folding handle, oak-stained
wood, perfect lenses of large size, purest glass,
The lens holder, the han
dle, the partition, the shaft, and the stereoscope
holder are made of good quality oak-stained
wood, with a rubbeddown finish, giving it'a
beautiful luster not easily scratched or marred,

as is the case with a varnished scope. Our

stereoscope is a rich and beautiful instrument. The rubbed finish, oak-stained wood, the velvet edge aluminum hood
make an effective and attractive instrument. The handle, fixtures and the spring on the stereoscope holder are the
best quality of epring brass. The stereoscope is carefully constructed on scientific principles, and hence will not strain
or tire the eyes as do so many inferior and cheap instruments. :

Price, express charges prepaid, 75 cents, The National Tribune one year and the Stereoscope, both postpaid, $1.25.
A New Series of Stereoscopic Views.

never before published,

A NEW EBERIES OF COMICS.
This aet consists of 25 new and mirth-
provoking comic scenes from life, in-
cluding sets of comic situations in fac-
simile photo colors,
Price 35 cents. With The National
Tribune ons year §1i

Every

THE DESTRUCTION OF BAN
FRANCISCO.

view copyrighted and never

This series of stereoscopic views is put on the market, claiming the recognition of all users of

THE LIFE OF CHRIST.
This set zonsists of 26 stereoscople

This set consists of 25 ~lews of the|views of the life of Christ, the most

destruction of 8an Francisco, belng the
most complete stereographic history yet
published. In photo colors,

Price 25 centa.
Tribune cne yesr $1.

realistic set of stereoscoplc views ever
produced. The great $180,000 palnting

With The Natiomal of Christ's last moments on Calvary, In

five tableaux, together with authentio

stereographs of the Holy Sepulchre, the
Manger, etc,, as they are to-day, make
up the most interesting of all the views
that have been lssued. In fac-simile
photo colora.

Price 35 cents. With The Nationnl
Tribune one year $L.

ODD SIGHTS AND ODD PEOPLE.

This set consists of 25 cdd sights of
the old world and new world and odd
people, thelr manners and customs. In
fac-simile photo colors.

Price 85 cents. With The National
Tribune one year $i.

WONDERS OF THE OLD WORLD.

This set consists of 25 stereoscople
views of wonders of the old world in
fac-simlle photo colors.

Price 35 cents. With The National
Tribune one year $i.

fer.

A Letter From One Who Purchased the

Yiews,
Van Dyne, Wia, Feb. 1, 1807,

The National Tribune, Washington, D. (%

My Dear National Tribune: I recelved
by this morning’s malil the full ¢ight sets
of stereoscople views. I am just delight«
ed with them.
I expected for the small price you ask,
This makes me 1,800 of stereoscople
views, and a great many are as fine
views as money can buy. S0 you see 1
may be classed as a “crank” in that line.
Many thanks for the views. I would
gladly pay the whole price asked for
Jjust the Panama and 'Frisco alone. Wish-
ing you all the health and prosperity,
possible, T remain, as ever,

They are far better than

Yours In F., C. & L.,
Theodore Herrling.

THE HOME PET. (Prize Secries.)

This set consists of 25 comic home
pet serfes and prize serles of stereo-
graphio views, In competitive contesst,
of 25 groups of children and pets. This
is the prize serles selected from com-
petitive exhibition of some of the best
photographers in the United States. It
Is exclusively made into stereoscoplc
views and reproduced in colored fac-
almile stereoscoplc views,

Price 35 cents. With The Natlonal
Tribune one year $1.

PANAMA VIEWS. .

This set consists of 25 views of the
Panama Canal Zone as seen by Presi-
dent Roosevelt during his recent visit
to the Isthmus, The set everyone wants,
It Is a pictorial history of the 20th
Century wonder—nothing like it ever
published.

Price 28 cents. With The National

| Tribune one yeam A

=

THE LIFE OF CHRIST.
(26 colorad views.) 35 cents,

A TRIP ACROSE THE Cosm
(25 colored views.) 35 cents,

PANAMA =
(25 views, plain.) 25 cents. *
THE DESTRUCTION OF SAN
CISCO
-

(25 views, plain.) 25 cents.

WONDERS OF THE OLD WORLD.
(25 colored views.) 35 centa

ODD SIGHTS AND ODD PEOPLE.
(25 colored views.) 35 cents.

SERIES OF COMIC VIEWH, .
(25 colored views.) 835 cents

THE HOME PET PRIZE SERIES. ,
(25 colored views.) 3§65 centm
Stereoscope and The National Trilly
une one year $1.25.
Any set of views and n.x.uq
Tribune one year $1.C0.
Any two sets of views, 60 centa.
Any threo seis of views, 90 cemts

Aany five scta of views, §LI%,




